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lg6i SURVEY OF THE MARSHALLESE

Note by the Acting Secreta~

The General Manager has requested that the attached

memora.ndw” from the Director of Biology and Medicine be circulated

for th~ Information of the Commission.

Harold D. Anamosa

Acting Secreta~
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TO : “A.R. Dxdecke DATE : ~day 17~ 1961 “
General Manager

a

PROM . : C. ‘L.Ddnhsm, M.D., I)irec

FDivi slon of Biologyand Ne icine

SUBJ Em: 1961 summ OF m MARSHALLHE

SYMJ30fi AD:4HRHDB

It %s a pleasureto reportthat Dr. RobertA. Conard,
BrookhavenNationalIabontozy, has completedthe annual
au-vey of the Rongelap peopleduring March 1961 and found
them to be essentiallythe seineas in the preceding
survey. All of the data collectedhave not yet been
analyzed} but it is reasonable to say they are not shov-
ing clinical evidence of clumnic radiation effects other
than negligibleresidual color changea of the skin. Tne
follo-dng two paragraphs are excerpted from Dr. Conm-d~s
trip m~rt dated April 18, ”1961.

“’Themedical data have not been analyzed yet but it can
l?este.tedthat there were no apparent illnesses or &Ls-
a%ilitles related to radiation effects and the Seneral
state of nutrition was generally good and ~bout the sae
as it had been noted in the past years. Tinerehad been
no dezths duming the past year in the expcsed ~pulation.
In the comparison fiontroq population an anexcephellc
baby was born which caused quite an impression os the
people, and one young boy had died of pneummia. The
peaple had the nsual complaints about various effects of
their radiation enviromncnt, but their cooperation was
excellent.

11
. . . Dr. M!cdonal.dand I attended a meeting v5th the

Fongel.appeople in the Omncil Eouse andwe tol& him
about the intenciedexaninatlons. Tne people vuiced
co~tin.~edconcern abmt the effects of fsd.louton their
Atoll ad on themselves. I did not feel t%% their
concezn was any greater this year than express~.in
similar meetings with the people during the pest years. A
chief @mPlaint was that they were not getting enm.gh to
eat E33.felt weak. Dr. E%xionald told thee t%~t the Trust
‘Ierritia.~policy %a~, “--I:ok~rk, no eat--.’l This zztter x-e
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not pursued since”it ccmcerned administrative pollcy of the
Tmst Territory. Some of the other complaints concerned ~
poison!ngby fish (an old complaint). They claitnthat ~
certain fish have a black spot in their Ebdomen which they ~
believe is related to radioactivity and causes the slckness~ .
They are still di.qyhntled that they are not allowed to eat~
the coconut crabs which is forbidclenbecause of the ~gh 1
concentration of strontium~. They complained that the :
coconuts were small ariareferred *O certain changes in the i
coconut ana panhnus trees which they believe are due to
fallout. There was a complaint that I had not heard before,
that several.people had gotten inflammation and blistering ;
of the mouth from eating arrowroot flour. This latter
complaint was probably due to &@JpEr preparation of the ‘
flour which i6 MoW ku.proauce SUCH synptoms. I head no :
mention of the k~% agaibst the United States (.%-rernment. .
(Dr. MacdonaidhaEiho,&rne areportofthe United l?ations~
te2LUt6 tisit, to”Rohgelap= The complaints votced to this f
group &-ereabout the same as aescribcd above.)”
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